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DEDICAT LON. * 
1 © 


V WhO manage 
and promote the Evening Lecture on 
Lono's why at the MeetingsHouſe 
near: re ere. 


$ IR 8, oy 
1 F being at your requeſt that Tat TY 1 


on this ſubjef, and likewi 2 through your 


importuni 1 that I nu conſent to this publi- 
cation, I coul, think of of no perſons to whom. the 


inſeription % pr properly e . 461 ay” ſelves, 


There 1s.certarnly a loud voice in the ſtvera! 
deaths which bave lately beppened ame 6 
members of 1 this Society. It is very affect 
canfider, that no leſs than four, wha 0 
you in encouraging this Lecture, ſþo 44 65 cut 

off in ſo ſhort a'compaſs of time as a for tmgbt. 

Tem very glad that the previgeres has not 

been without 15 proper weight upon your minds: 
T hat you have been ſo far from owerlooking theſe 


ſudden removes, 54 Jou have e emed them ſo 


many repetitions of eur 's charge, There- 
fore" de ye allo rea 24 Lady. HARP 


T can aſſure you, it has been no ſmall =h 


fan, on to ne, that T have had the n 
; : "AD 
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iv DEDICATION. 


of ee: the deat of others, Þ ramartably 


bleſſed to the quickening of you. Ir "muſt "ot 


only raiſe your chara#er. with thoſe, who wiſh 
well to the REDEEMER's kingdom, . but. be look- 


ed upon as a happy preſage, that Go defigns 
fo follow your attempts with his bleſſing. 

The late Mr. MappeNn's death was certainly 
the great alarm: And ] do not wonder it ſhould, 
when I confider how well he deſerved of this 
Society, upon many account. 
His unweariedneſs in conſulting the beſt mea- 
ſures to promote, the intereſt of CHRIST in 
your hands, and his zeal and faithfulneſs in ſee- 
ing them well executed, were _—— great 
bleſſings to the Lecture: And under ſuch a 70 
I cannot adviſe you better, than to tread in his 
ſteps, and imitate his virtues. | 
' That the great Gov, the. ſovereign Diſpoſer 
4 allthings, wouldgraciouſly repair your breaches, 
by a ſucceſſion of other. valuable members, and 
make the ſervice you are engaged in ſucceſsful 
for the conver fion of ſinners, and the comfort not 


only of your own ſouls, but of thoſe alſo who may 


attend with you, is, and will always be, the in- 


cere wiſh, and hearty prayer of, 
"GENTLEMEN, 
Your affectionate Friend, 
OY 
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and much obliged Servant, 


? 


Yu! 
mn 


— Marrany xxiv. 44. 
. Therefore be ye alſo ready. 

AJ is not very material, whether we are 
able to point out the particular time and 


occaſion upon which theſe words were 
delivered by our Lo RD, or not. Here, 


indeed, they ſtand in connexion with his dif- 


courſe concerning the deſtruction of Feruſalem, 
and the end of the world; bur, in the goſpel by 
St. Luke *, they are recited among ſome other 


of our LoRD's ſermons, without any part 
_ cular. reference to that providence, as tho 


they had been ſpoken at ſome other time, and 
upon ſome other occafion. However this be, 
it is certain, that in both places they are in- 
troduced as the application of one and the 
ſame parable ; for the words preceding the 
text in St, Luke, as well as here, are theſe; But 
know this, or as ſome chooſe to render it, But 
this you do know , that if the good man of the 
houſe had known in what watch the thief would 


Come, he would have watched, and would not have 


'F 


2 Chap, xii, 40, d Excro q yudoutls 


: ſuffered. 
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1 SERMON on the Death of 5 


fuſfered bis houſe to be broken up. Which is; 
as tho our LoR D had ſaid to his diſciples : 


If @ hquſe- 
cateful to 


preſerve himſelf and his effects from 


4 


the injurious attempts of a thief, how ought 


you to conduct your ſelves in reſpe& of my 


coming? You have infinitely more at ſtake, 


and therefore the conſequence is much more 
awful: How then ought you to act? May I 
not very juſtly recommend the example of the 
good man to your imitation, and improve his 
ractice into an exhortation for your uſe? 
berefare be ye alſo ready; for in ſuch an hour 
as you think not, the Son of man cometh. 
As to the San of man, I preſume, we are at 


no. loſs who rounderſtand by theſe wards. Our 


Lo Rx n has ſo frequently ſpoken of himſelf un- 
der this character, tha we muſt be very lit- 


tile converſant with our Bible, to be in any 
danger of miſapplying it. The greater dif- 


ficulty 

d It i obſerved, that this character is always in our Loo RD 5 
.own words. See Matth. viii. 2c, Oc. Mart ii. 10, &c. Luke 
vi. 5, Oc. John i. 51, Se. Cugist uſes it not only to 
ſuggelt to us the truth of his humanity, or, that he is really man; 
nor only to intimate tris humility, and ſer his followers an exam- 
ple, that baying taken their nature, he does not diſdain to own 


them by the name peculiar to their nature; nor again, barely, 0 


fignify, that he is emphatically the Sow of man, h. e. the moſt 
excellent Son. of man, he that is Heir of all things, or that has 


a natural e all chat belonged, to man; nor, let me add 


once > barely in reference to that famous prophecy, of him in 
— us propnec | 


ap. vii. 13. tho' that has reſpe& to him as the true 


\Mg$S1AH ; but alſo, and principally, to intimate that he is tbe 


ſecond Adam, and fo ought to be conſidered as the ſecond Man. 


For the apolile ſpeaks of CHRNIST and Adam as if there were 
only tbeſe txpo men in the world; The frft mas, ſays he, is of | 
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the late Mr. Matthew Madden. y 
ficulty here is to fertle pur notions about His _ 
coming, to ſatisfy our ſelves what is intended 
by that: Yet ſome care is to be taken in this 
particular, becauſe the exhortation in the text 
Kr is partly founded upon it. 1 
I.t is an obſervation which cannot poſſibly _ 
4 8 the diligent reader, that rhe commg of 
the Son of man is mentioned more than once 
in this chapter; but whether it is always to 
be taken in che fame Tenſe, is the queſtion. 
Dr. Lightfoor, unlefs I miſtake him, ſeems to 
refer the whole of the chapter, and by confe- 
quence this coming of our LoRD, to the des 
ruction of Feruſalem © But if what Dr. 
4 Whitby obſerves from him (for I have no 
been able, upon the narroweſt ſearch, to | 
out the place) viz. That our Lo R »* 8 difeburſe | 
| upon that fubje&t, ended at the 424 or 44 
verſe, excluſive ; and that the words of our 
text, and the remaining part of the chapter, 
were delivered at another time, as ſeems pro- 
bable from St. LK E: If this obſervation be 
juſt, there can be no reaſon to confine the 
coming of the 'Son of man in the tet, to his 


the earth, earthly ; the ſecond Man is the Lo RD from heaven, 
„ 1 Cor. xv. 47. wherein he conſiders them in their public capa- 
| ies, as the two covenant-heads or repreſentatives of all man 
kind ; Adam of all his natural ſeed, and CRI SI of all his 
ſpiritual, And therefore our Lox», by calling himſelf be Sun 
13 us back to the firſt promiſe, and thereby demon- 
ates his Meſtabſbip, | bo 
Harmony of the New Teſtament, dl. I. p. 257. 
4 © Dr. Whitby in loc. ard additional Annormtions, 5. 28. 
Chap. xii. 31, &. e 
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. 4 "I on the Death 7 


| bringing choſe deſolating judgments upon h 
Ir muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that 
. 4 18 T's coming, and his coming as 4 thief, | 
may intend his executing judgments upon a : 
nation or church. As when he ſays to the * 
church of Sardis: I therefore thou ſhalt. not 
avatch, I will come on thee. as a thief, and thou 
ſhalt not know what hour I will come upon thee 8. 
And ſome probably conjecture, that they are 
uſed by the apoſtle with a particular reference 
to this judgment inflicted upon the Jeus, when 
he ſays to the Theſſalonians : For your ſelves 
know per fectiy that the day of the 1 oRD ba 
cometh as a thief in the night ". AY -Þ 
JF But as I am of opinion, that our Lo RD 1 
ö had equal reſpect to thoſe queſtions which his 
| diſciples put to him in the beginning of this 
chapter: Tell us when ſhall theſe things 36 14 
| 75 what ſhall be the an of thy coming, and 
the end of the world: : And as thoſe. que- 
7 ions are ſuppoſed not only to regard his co- 1 
ming to overturn, the Fewiſb polity, but: alſo 
his coming the ſecond time to judge the world; 

I chink, we may very well be allow d to include 
that as one part of che meaning of this word. 


% ov 


a F This I eve in — Dr. Lightfoot, ike: the dans in * 
which he places the xii"® of Luke, where the words of our tent 
occur, ſeems to intimate as if he believed that they were not 
only ſpoken upon ſome other occaſion, but before theſe in Matthew, 
(ſuppoſing the whole chapter to have been delivered at the ſame 
time) and fo proves, that there is no neceſſity to fix the coming 
of the Son of man to the' overthrow of peruſalem. _ . 

s Rev, iii. 3. See xvi. 15. Thelſ, v v. 2. ach, = 
iv. Zo bg. 955 | 
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1 Not but, beſides this national and general 
coming, the one reſpecting the body of the 
Jeus, and the other the laren of the 
world, we have reaſon to think that there i is 
likewiſe a third, @ private or perſonal coming 
here intended. I am very. much miſtaken; 
if we have not ſome hints to this purpoſe in 
the context, particularly in theſe words: Ble, 
fed is that ſervant, whom bis Lo x D, when he 
cometh [perſonally to him] hall find ſo doing *, 
The ſame; may be gathered from the parallel 
text in St. Lube : Bleſ ed are thoſe eee, abe 
the LORD when be — ſhall find watchin 
And in other places of ha this uſe of Ae 
word is common . Now as this has reſpect 
to particular perſons, ſo it deſigns a patticular 
and an eſpecial coming of CHRIST; which 
can be no other than his coming to them by 
death. 

And therefore upon the whole, it em as 
if this term was uſed here in one or other of 
theſe ſenſes, h. e. either, 1. For our Loxd's 
coming in a way of judgment againſt a church 
or nation; as particularly againſt, the Jeus. 
Or, 2. For his coming at the laſt day to Judge 
the world: Or, 3. For his coming to remove 
us * en hence by death. I mall regard the 


E Vis. 77 See alſo 30. a Chap. xii, 374 pe John 

xiv. 3. b. x. 37, c. 0 

u There are ſeveral other ſenſes 1 which this weib 38 applied 

10 Chriſt, as, 1. It is uſed of his incarnation, 1 Tim, i. 15. Ty 
I 


, Bis appearing in his public miniſtry to the Jui, John 1 


3. For his rransfigurarion, Matt. xvi; ut. 2 Pet, i. 16, % . 
| Hs For his gracious prefence with 3 *** in duty, Rev. ili. 40, e. 
| 1 | EX® 
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8 A SERMON on the Death of 
expreſſion only in this laſt ſenſe. And, I ap- 


ot. <4 


prehend, there is the leſs need to extend our 
views of it farther, ſince death as effectually 
determines the ſtate of individuals , as the laſt 
Judgment will that of the whole world ; fince 
the time of CxRrisT's coming in the former 
way, is as uncertain as the time of his coming 
in the latter : And fince, finally, if we are not 


ready for death, tis impoſſible we ſhould ever 


be ready for the judgment. 
What we deſign from the words upon this 


view of them, will be in the following me- 
thod : 


Firſtly, We ſhall endeavour to give the ge- 


nuine meaning of the word ready; or, 


ſhow what we are to underſtand by that 


term, as here uſed. FOOT 
Secondly, Aſſign ſeveral arguments to prove 
the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of being 
ready for death. And, 
' Laſtly, Conclude with ſuch reflexions as 


may be proper to the ſubject, and the 


melancholy occaſion before us. 


Firſtiy then, We are to exhibit the genuine 
meaning of the word ready: Or, ſhow in what 
ſenſe that term is here to be underſtood. 

Now, I preſume, we are all ſo well ac- 


quainted with the general acceptation or uſe 


of this word, as to know, that to be ready, or 


prepared (for the deſign of both. words is the | 


o Eccleſ. Xi ). 
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the late Mr. Matthew Madden. 11 
ſame) intends either our having the things ne- 
ceſſary upon any ſpecial occafien at band; or, 
being in a proper poſture of mind and body 


For the particular ſervice or ſuffering we may 


be called fo. In the former ſenſe, our LoRD 
commands his diſciples to prepare or make 
ready the paſſover” : And in the latter, Peter 


ſays, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both 


into priſon, and to death a. And thus the apo- 
itle. Paul uſes the word to the brethren at Ce- 


farea : I am ready not to be bound only, but al- 
% to die at Jeruſalem, for the name of the 
Lord JESUS. Which intimates, that he 


was intirely reſigned to the pleaſure of CHRIST, 
willing and reſolved to ſuffer any thing for his 
ſake. And, perhaps, both theſe ideas may be 


included, when he ſays to Timothy; nat long 
before his ſuffering : I am now ready to be of- 


ered ©. "The apoſtle may mean, not only that 
he was in a becoming frame, or diſpoſition of 
mind for death, but that every thing relating 
to his execution, was prepared or adjuſted by 
his enemies; as the time, place, manner, Sc.“ 
I forbear mentioning other paſſages * where 
this word occurs; it being plain from thoſe al- 
ready quoted, that it is generally deſigned to 
ſuggeſt a fitneſs or ſuitableneſi of things for the 
preſent purpoſe ; or ſuch a diſpoſition, or pre- 
Paration of mind and body, as befits the ſpe- 


Luke xxii. 8, 9. with ver. 12. 4 Luke xxii. 33. Acts xxi. 13. 


7 Tim. iv. 6. * See the like uſe of the word, Luke xvii. 8. 


v Luke xiv. 17. Mark xiv. 15. Acts xxiii. 15, ZI, 


B 2 „ 


12 A Sermon on the Death of 


cial occaſion before us. Agreeable hereto, in 
the verſe preceding our text, we have the thing 
intended, tho' the word it ſelf be not uſed, 
when our Lo RD ſays: That if the good man 
of the houſe knew at what watch or hour 
the thief would come, be would certainly- 
wuatch, b. e. he would be upon his guard, endea- 
vour to fortify his mind, and put himſelf in a 
proper poſture of defence. 

Now then, let us procede upon this repreſenta- 
tion, to oolllider the particular object in the text, 
the ſolemn concern of death. And here che 
inquiry will be, What is it to be ready for 
death? When may we be faid to be prepared 
for it? Or, Wherein does our readingſs for 
death lie ? 

I ſhall give in my anſwer to this, both nega- 
| tively and poſitively. 

1. As to the negative part: | 

1.) Readineſs for death does not cot in a 
ienifn meaſure of human or worldly know- 
ledge, in a vaſt fund of natural ſenſe, or a 
large ſtock of acquired abilities. Who were 
better furniſhed upon theſe accounts than the 
antient heathen philoſophers? Who have 
been mere celebrated for their learning and 
wiſdom than Socrates, Plato, Seneca, and the 
reſt? What conſiderable perſons for natural 


this world, whom the apoſtle ſpeaks of *; 
mean Herod, Pontius Pilate, Annas, Caio- 


* cor. ii 6. 


and acquired knowledge were the princes of 


lt 
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the late Mr. Matthew Madden. 13 
phas, and the doctors of the Sanbedrim. Vet 
what does the ward declare concerning all of 
them? Why, that he world by wiſdom knew: 
not God, b. e. knew him not in a Mediator. 

\] < As to the exiſtence of a ſupreme being, that 
they were ſatisfied in from the works of crea - 
tion and providenee. They could not but 
own his eternal power and Godhead, from the 
things which were made, and from his giving 
them rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons",  . Þ 
But then they. glorified bim not as God, but be- 1 
came vain in their imaginations; and changed 
the truth of God into @ lie. And where there 
| is nothing but nature, be irs improvements ne- 
* ver ſo high, it's impoſſible that God ſhould be 
known and ſerved aright. Witneſs what the: 
apoſtle ſays: The natural, or rational, man re-: 
4 cerveth not the things of the Spirit of) Gad; for 
T̃bey are fooliſhneſs unto him: Neither can be 
know them, becauſe they. are ſpiritually — 
e 


cerned An ſhorr, the crue character of t 
creature in the fall, whatſoever are his natural 
qualifications or attainments, is this: There. 


x I Cor. i. 21, Y Rom. i. 26, * Acts xiv. 17. 8 Rom. 1. 
21,25. ; ; ; l 4 | PP 1 
D TVN y ds. Ihe deſcription is taken from the ſoul; 
the nobler part of the man; and therefore is not to be underſtood 
T barely of the viler ſort of mankind, or ſuch who abandon them- 
* ſelves to the gratification of their ſenſaglappetites (theſe ate called 
T#e#/%%;Þ. e. fleſhly, or carnal, in an pbſole ſenſe) but of thoſe 
eſpecially here, who value themſelves upon the ſcore of natural 
reaſon, and purely reſign to its dictates in matters of religion. The 
fame word is rendered ſenſaal, St. Jude ver. 19. and therefore the 
; explication there given will ſuit both places, which is, that they 
le not the ſpirit. * 0554 „t 1am 52 
1 Cor. ii. 14. | 4 
ee 15 
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is none that [ſpiritually] underſtandeth, there 


gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, na 
not one. And if this be the caſe, perſons, 
who have nothing to recommend them but 
the bounties of nature, and the advantage of 
education, will be fo far from being ready to 
meet death with comfort; that there is no- 


thing but a fearful loking for. of judgment and 


fiery indignation to devour them as adverſaries*. 


For God has avowed : He that made them will. 
not have mercy on them, and he that formed them 


vill ſhew them no favour fo 


2.) It is not barely a good natural diſpoſition, 
nor any of thoſe gifts which God ee 
a common diſpenſation, nor yet any of thoſe 


emotions or workings of mind, which may 
be occaſioned by common providences, that 


will beſpeak a perſon ready for death. SITY 
We may be perſons of an admirable natural 
temper, be of a ſweet, obliging, affable diſpo- 
ſition, have a great ſhare of humanity and ten- 
derneſs, may be meek, candid, patient, and the 
like; and yet be no more ready for death, than 


thoſe whoſe natural temper is quite the re- 
verſe. Though theſe things are exceeding 


amiable in life, and make a fair ſhew in the 
fleſh ; yet, as our Lo RD ſays: That which is 
born of the fleſh is fleſh*, And if there is no- 
thing bur fleſh, we are aſſured, be its compo- 


7 Rom, iii. 11, 12, 


. Heb, x, 27 Ia. Xxvii. 11; 


ſition 


* 


is none that ſeeketh after Gad. They are all © 


f 


the late Mr. Matthew Madden. 1 5 
ſition never ſo elegant, its temper never ſo en- 
gaging, that fleſh and blood cannot inberit ebe 
kingdom of God". _ , 

Nor is it any gifts Lefiowbd by a common 
diſpenſation, which will denominate a man 
to be ready for death. Such, for inſtance, as 
the gift of utterance, or a volubility of ſpeech; 


the gift of tongues, being able to ſpeak ſeveral . 
languages ; the gift of prayer ; a knowledge of 


apprehending difficulties in religion or ſcrip- 
ture, and of being able to reſolve them; to- 
gether with a wonderful inlargement, and 
dexterity in the exerciſe of theſe gifts. Judas, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, had all, or moſt 
of theſe, and others too that might be extra- 
ordinary; and yet he was ſo far from being 
ready for death, that our Lo xD declares con- 
cerning him: That it had been good for that 
man, if he had never been born i. 

N or, once more, can this be concluded from 
any of thoſe workings or inclinations of mind, 
which may be purely the effect of common 
providences. What inſtances have we of. this 
kind on record in many who were notoriouſly 
vile? How was it with Herod, when he heard 
John gladly *? And with Felix, when he 
Suni as ” Bog reaſoned of righteouſneſs, 
temperance and judgment to come? And 
with Agrippa, when he ſaid to him: Almoſt 


thou perſuadeſi me to be a Chriſtian ? There 


may be ſome wiſhes after heaven, as in | Balaam *. F 


| hx Cor. xv. 50. i Matth. xxvi. 24. * Mark v vi. 20. 1400 
Xxiv. 25. ® Ibid, xxvi, 28. Numb, xxiii. 10, | 
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16 A Sermon on the Death of 
Some purpoſes to amend, as in Saul. Some 
terrors of conſcience: for fin, as in Cain v. 
Some acknowledgments of fin, and external 
humiliation for it, as in Fudas , and Ahab *, : 
Some kind of pleaſure in ordinances. And \ 
ſome ſort of faith, 5. e. a notional or hiſtori= 
cal, as in Simon Magus*: There may be all 

this, and yet no read:neſs, no true preparation 
for death. 15 
Theſe things may be produced by perſonal 
afflictions, by national judgments, by ſome ex- 
traordinary occurrence, or, which 1s moſt fre- 
quent, by fitting under a powerful, awaken- 

ing miniſtry ; and the perſons who feel theſe 
emotions be notwithſtanding in a ſtate of na- YA” 
ture. | | 

3.) We cannot be ſaid to be ready for death 

merely becauſe we are negatively righteous, or, 

in other words, becauſe we avoid the groſſeſt 
enormities. This was the Phari/ee's prepara- 
tion for death, and plea for acceptance with 

God. God, ſays he, 1 thank thee, that I am 


| not as other men are, extortioners, unjuſt, adul- 


"=. 


ferers, nor even as this publican n. And this is 
the readineſs which others have preſumed up- 
on ſince : Becauſe they are not ſo unrighteous . 
nor ſuch idolaters, nor ſuch apoſtates, nor ſuch 
ſwearers, as others; becauſe they are no drun- 
kards, nor adulterers, nor murderers, nor 0 
preflors, nor covetous, nor proud, and the 
21 Sam. xv. 24,25. Gen. iv, 13. 4 Matth. xxvit. 3. 
; 61 aas 27. Matth. xiii, 20, * Acts viii. 13. Luke 


8 reſt, 


A. 
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1 
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reſt. But as they have no other plea than the 
Phariſee had, they will fare juſt as he did, 


that is to ſay, will not be hereby juſtified *. 


There may be à reſtraint where there is no 
readineſs. A man may leave his former groſs 


fins, and yet be wholly unprepared for death and 


eternity. . We have inſtances where perſons 
have been brought thus far, and have appear- 
ed very lovely to the ' outward eye; and yet 
afterwards have diſcovered, that they were, {till 
under the power and dominion of ſin. Wit 


neſs thoſe the apoſtle ſpeaks of, who, to: uſe 


his own words, Had eſtaped the pollution of the 
World, h. e. had left their idolatrous and wick 
ed practices, and yet were again entangled 
therein : It having happened unto them ac- 
cording to the true proverb: The dog is turned, 
fo his own vomit again; and, the'ſow that wes 
waſhed, to her wallowing in the mire. *, And 
the ſame is intimated by our LoRD in the pa- 
Table, where he ſpeaks of the unclean. ſpirit's 
being gone out of a man; and of his houſe. being 
ſwept and] garniſbed for a time; the former 
corrupt converſation is broken off, and the 
man outwardly reformed : But in a little while 
the unclean ſpirit returns, and takes ſeven other - 
ſpirits with him, more wicked than himſelf; 


and ſo the laſt flate of that man 1s worſe than 


the firſt. Abimelech was reſtrained, yet a 
Heathen *, Fear, or ſhame, or the light of 
nature, or moral precepts, or other inferior 


Luke xviii, 14. 2 Pet. ii. 20, 22. J Matth. xii. 4345+ - 
\ ® GEN. XX. G. | 
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cauſes,” and by-ends, may do this, and yet the 
heart of the perſon be as deſtitute and empty of 
grace as ever. e en ü pn RE 000-10 

It is true, where this readineſs actually is, 
and the perſon feels the influence of it, the 
love of CHRIST will conſtrain bim *. He can- 
not run with others to the ſame exceſs of riot; 
but will deny himſelf in all ungodlineſs and 
worldly lufts* Though we cannot poſitives 
ly conclude, that perſons are ready becauſe 


they have broken off their former vicious 


courſes; yet we may conclude, that thoſe 


who are ſo, in the exerciſe of grace, certainly 


will. | 


4.) Readineſs for death does not confiſt in 


the bare practice of moral virtues, or a ftrit 


care to obſerve the duties of the ſecond table. 


To be ready for death, is not barely to be juſt, 
ſober, temperate and liberal; to love our 
neighbour, do- no man any wrong, and give 
every one his own. No, if readineſs for death 
conſiſted in theſe things, many of the Hea- 
thens, who never heard of CHRIST, nor the 
neceſſity of being born again, might make as 


good, if not a better pretence to it, than ſome - 


who call themſelves Chriſtians. Of this ſort 
were the Phariſees; their reputation with 


the people, and their confidence towards God, 


had the fame\common bottom, namely, their 


formity to the letter of the law. 


But who would truſt this as a ſufficient pre- - 


faratton for death, that has ever heard thoſe _ 
Pa Gor/T. 146. * xPerivg Their” 


words 


* 
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words of CHRIST: Except your righteouſneſs: 
ſhall excede the righteouſneſs of the . : 
Phariſees, ye fall in no caſe enter into the hinge 
dom of heaven * The young man in the goſpel 
could plead not only his negative, but his pgſi- 
tive righteouſneſs; All theſe things, ſays he, 
have I kept from my youth up. And yet we. 
find he was not perfect; not prepared for his 
great change. This is eaſily obſerved from our 
LoR D's words: One thing thou lackeſt *. What 
was this? That faith which engages to obe- 
dience. And if that be wanting, we may 
conclude the perſon an intire ſtranger to the 
work of the Spirit. | | n 
Was there no more neceſſary to a readineſs 
for death than this outward conformity to the 
law, the apoſtle Paul might have made him- 
ſelf very eaſy with his Phariſaical righteouſ- 
neſs ; he would have had no occaſion to have 
thrown it aſide, und to have told us, as he does, 
That tho' he once counted it gain to him, 
ſufficient to have carried him to heaven; yet 
that now (ſince his converſion) he looked up- 
on it as loſs *, But the apoſtle, when he wrote. 
that epiſtle, was ſo well acquainted with the 
imperfection and ſinfulneſs of his own per- 
formances ; that notwithſtanding he knew no- 
nothing by himſelf ; b. e. was conſcious of no 
deficiency in point of duty, but touching the 
law, was blameleſs * ; yet he would not ven- 


1 a Matth. v. 20. © Ibid. xix. 20, f Mark x, 21, © Phil, 
Ut, Ts 8, f * 1 Cor, iv. 4+ Y Phil, iii. 6. 5 
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ture the welfare of his foul upon that, which 
he ſaw, if truſted to, would iſſue in his eter- 
nal ruin. 

And herein no more is aſſerted, than what 
the whole tenor of the gaſpel confirms ; for 
that expreſly aſſerts, That by the deeds of the 
law (whether internal or external) 10 feſb n 
be juſtified in bis fight *. 

Nor does this in the leaſt infringe upon the | 
practice of moral duties, or countenance any 
in the negle& of good works. For this is moſt 
certain on the other hand, that tho' there may 
be the obſervance of theſe things, where there 
is no readineſs (which therefore proves that 1 it 
does not conſiſt in this practice) yet there can- 
not be a true readineſs in any, at leaſt, no evi- 
dence of it, where the performance of moral 
duties 1 is not religiouſly. obſerved. 

g.) We cannot be ſaid to be ready for death, 
barely becauſe we have ſubmitted to the ordi- 
nances of the goſpel, and made an outward 
profeſſion of religion. A man may ſtrictly ad- 
here to ſome outward rites and circumſtances 
in religion, preſcribed by God, or received by 
tradition from his ſupetiors or / forefathers 
may hear, and pray, and read; be baptized, 
ſubmir to this, or the other form of eccleſiafti- 
cal government ; partake at the table of the 
LoRD, and die in the communion of the 
church; and yet be as little prepared for death, 
as others who live in the total neglect of theſe 
things, This was great part of the Phariſees, : 


K* Rom, 1 111,20, See alſo Gal, ii. 16. 


1 ighte⸗ 


the late Mr. Matthew Madden. ar 
righteouſneſs. They were very punctual in 
their meats and drinks, their ſacrifices and le- 
gal purifications. But what ſays the apoſtle : 
The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but 
1 rigbteouſueſi, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
=. !, And our Lo RD himſelf before this, 
told the Phariſees to their faces: That the 
Kingdom of God cometh not with obſervation *; 
b. e. does not conſiſt in external ceremony and 
ſhew. ; 
Tet this is all the preparation ſome look af- 
ter. And therefore our Lo RD tells us, That 
many will make it the matter of their plea ano- 
ther day, when they come to appear upon 
1 death, at his tribunal : We have eaten and 
drunk in thy preſence ; and thou haſt taught in 
our ſtreets. But what is his reply ? I tell you, 
I know you not whence you are; depart from me, 
all ye that work iniquity n. An indiſputable- 
proof that they were not ready for death. | 
It muſt, indeed, be confeſſed, that thoſe 
who are truly ready will make conſcience of. 
obſerving all the inſtirutions and ordinances of 
CHRIST. They will think it their duty to 
attend all the appointments of his houſe, as a 
public reſtimony of their faith in him, and 
ſubjection to him; but, foraſmuch as man 
take up a form of godlineſs, who are notwith- 
ſtanding ſtrangers to the power of it, I think, 
it muſt likewiſe be own'd, that the bare ob- 


1 Rom. xiv. 179, ® Luke xvii, 200 u Ibid, xiii. 26, 27. 
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ſervation of theſe things is not ſufficient to de- | 
monſtrate any perſon ready for death. 15797 
6.) A reliance on the abſolute mercy of 
Go is u0 readineſs for death. This is the 
rather to be taken notice of, becauſe it is the 1 
prevailing practice of the day. What multi- 
| tudes are there, who, notwithſtanding they | 
1 cannot but be conſcious of many irregularities, Y 
both in heart and life, of many imperfections 
and ſhort-comings, in the whole of their beha- 
viour ; yet ſatisfy themſelves upon this prin- 
ciple, and fing a ſweet requiem to their ſouls. 
from a A ſhare in the mercy of God. We 
are, ſay they, in the hands of a merciful God, a 
being who can mean his creatures no harm: That 0 
is, if I underſtand thoſe words, * have to do 
with an eaſy, indolent being, who does not 
care which way things go; whether he is 
obeyed or not; whether his law is broken or 
fulfilled; but that will diſpenſe with the ho- 
nour of his government, and forgive them, 
let them act never ſo much at large. This way 
of thinking is much in the intereſt of Satan, and 
is uſed by him with wonderful ſucceſs. But 1 
pity the unhappy men whoſe eyes are ſo blinded. 
y the god of this world”, Pray,. who ever told. 
them, that the practice of Gop is at variance with 
his word; that he ſays one thing, and will do 
another? What is the language of Scripture? 
There is no peace, ſays my God, to the wicked *,' 
Which of the creatures, naturally conſidered, 
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but muſt acknowledge the character, and may 


tremble at the curſe that belongs to it? Whd 


told them, that Gop would exalt his me 


to the deſtruction of his juſtice? No, he has 
found out a way, in which he is merciful and 


righteous too at the ſame time, a ju G o p, 
and yet a Saviour ©; and therefore he will par- 


don none but in that way. It is ſurprizing to 


me; how theſe perſons can allow themſelves to 
think, that the Divine * will be more 
favourable to them, than he was to his own 
Son. Would he not paſs by ſin in him, tho“ 


So he did no evil himſelf 7 but was only the ſure- 
ty of others; how can they ſuppoſe he will 


pardon it in them, when the principals, the 
guilty, offending creatures? I dare ſpeak no 
otherwiſe than the oracles of truth do, and 
they. poſitively declare, That Go p will by no” 
means clear the guilty * (and ſuch we all are 
in our own perſons) without a ſatisfaction. It 
will be in vain then to rely upon the abſolute, 
uncovenanted mercy of Go p for ſalvation, or 


to think ſuch a reliance a proper readineſs for 


death; becauſe Go p exerciſes no ſaving mer- 
cy out of CHRIST. e602 

7.) Perſons may be brought off from being 
violent oppoſers of CHRIST and his truths, 
and may become zealous advocates for him, 
and even preachers of thoſe truths ; and yet 


* 


not be ready for death. Indeed, it may be ſaid 


of theſe, That they are converted with reſpect 
F ' * | . 
r Pfal. Ixxxv, 10 Ila. xlx. 21. 2 3 Pet. ii. 22. oe Exod. 
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to doctrines, or particular ſentiments ; but real | 
Chriſtianity, upon which the readineſs in our 
text is founded, 'is ſomething elſe. Perſons 
may have a ſound doctrinal faith, and yet no 
. aving knowledge in their hearts. This is evi= - 
dent from the parable of the ſower : Where. 
we are told, That thoſe, who received the ſeed: 
into flony places, are ſuch as heard and received 
the word, bh. e. the doctrines or truths of the 1 
goſpel, with joy: That it immediately ſprung 
up into an open and zealous profeſſion before 
men; but, that having 20 root in themſelves, 
that is to ſay, being wholly deſtitute of a prin- 
ciple of grace, and having only the notions of 
things in their heads, they were preſently of= 
ended and fell away“; either by deſerting re- 
ligion, as many of the Jeus did, after having 
embraced or profeſſed Chriſtianity; or elſe, b7 
turning the doctrines of grace into wantonneſs; 
| which was the caſe with the Chriſtians, called 
ll Groſtics, While others fall away by apoſtatiz- 
ning into grievous and damnable berefies, ſo 
1 making ſhipwreck of their doctrinal faith, and 
a gv0d conſtience*, Tho' ſhould ſuch con- 
tinue in the profeſſion of theſe truths, without 
i ever backſliding; yet even then, as they have 
1 no other intereſt in them, than what is purely - * 
1 nominal, they will find that this will by no means 
prepare them for death. For it is in true Chri- 
ſtianity as the apoſtle declares it was with the 
ſpiritual ew: He is not @ Jew, who is one 
outwardly ; neither is that circumciſion, which 
; Matth. xiii, 20,21, 1 Tim. i. 19. 
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it outward in the fleſh : But be is a Jew, whois. 
one. inwardly, | and circumcifion is that of the 
heart ; in the ſpirit, and not in the letter; * 
praife is not of men but of God. 

And with reſpect to thoſe of this character, 
who, beſides an outward i profeſſion of theſe 
doctrines, have courage enough to preach. 
them to others; why, tho' it ſhould be with 
ſome degree of ſucceſs, yet our Lord has ſec 
this matter in ſo clear a light, that we can be at 
no loſs how to determine about it; his words are 
theſe: Many will ſay to me in that day, Lo RD, 
Loks, have we not propheſied in th name, and 
in thy name have caſt out devils 4 and in thy 
name done many wonderful works ? When he 
will profeſs unto them, I never knew you, de- 
part from me, ye that work iniguity . So that, 
in this reſpect, miniſters and meimbers, where 
there is nothing but profeſſion and re 
ledge, ſtand upon the ſame foot *. 

8.) Leftly, This readineſs for death does not 
conſiſt in our being born of godly parents, ey | 
being brought up in a religious way. 1 
As to our parents, however good they may 
be, it is certain they cannot convey any of it 
to us in a way of ordinary propagation; for 
that which is born of the fleſh is fleſh. As their 
nature was depraved and corrupted in Adam, 
ſo we derive nothing from them naturally but 
ſin and corruption, And therefore among other 
negatives, which are put upon the children of 
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Which is as much as to ſay, That this privi- 
lege does not come by natural generation; does 
not deſcend by way of inheritance; from fa- 
ther to ſon, as eſtates do. And that it cannot 
bein this way, is eaflly collected from what Fob 
ſays: Who can bring à clean thing out of an un- 
clean? not one among the creatures. And again, 


as Eliphas obſerves: What is man that he ſhould 


be clean; and he which is born of a woman, that 


be ſhould be righteous ? No, we are ſo far from 


bringing this with us into the world, and re- 
ceiving it by deſcent, That we were ſpapen in 
Iniquity, and in fin did our mothers conceive us . 


And if this be t caſe, I am ſure, this reads. 


no cannot come in this wy or confift i in our 
men godly parents. 


Nor does it lie in our having 4 ber as 


ration. I readily 1 that there are 


many fingular advantages arifing from a pious, 
godly inſtitution ; from a due care in princi- 


Ping the young and. tender mind, and endea- 


vouring to inſtil proper notions into it betimes. 
And like wiſe, that God has often been pleaſed 
to ſet in with, to over- rule and bleſs theſe me- 


thods to converſion. But ſeparate from this, 


What is this goodneſs in it felf ? How does it 


prove? Too too often, like the morning cloud 


and the early dew, it quickly goeth away *. 
This is not ſaid with a deſign to —— 


parents and maſters of families in attempts of 


John i. 13. Chap. xiv, 4+ © Ibid, xv. 14. pſal, 
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this kind ; they being certainly a great aud ne- 
ceſſary duty, and what can never be too 

. ſtrongly recommended to thoſe perſons, nor 
too cloſely put ſued 1 them. Solomon's di- 


\]' rection is this: Train up à child in the way he 
fhould go e. And St. Paul ſpeaks to Chriſti- 
an parents after this manner: Fut bers, provoke 

not your children to wrath; but bring: them up 

in the nurture and admonition f the LoRD®. 
Agreeable hereto, the ſame apoſtle mentions 
it to the commendation of Timothy and his pa- 
rents; That from a child be bad known the 
ſeriptures'\. \ V 
But this notwithſtanding, I ſtill ſay, That 

'' _ ſhould we take this towardly diſpoſition, and 
forwardneſs in the knowledge and duties of 
Chriſtianity, for a true preparation or readi- 
2eſs, in the goſpel uſe of the word, and endea- 
your- to infinuate as much into the minds of 
our children; it would be an effectual way to 
deceive both them and our ſelves. Whatever 
good beginnings there may be, while they are 
only the 88 of nature, we may venture 
to ſay of thoſe, where they . as our 
LorD did of the young man: One thing is 

fill lacking. Such indeed, like the Scribe, 
are not far from the Kingdom of G on *: But 
they may go off, as tis probable he did, and 
never come there. But, 
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2. We go on with the poſitive branch of our 
_ anſwer. 3 | 


either when there is a principle of grace im- 
planted 'in the ſou], or when that prineple is 


be called an habitual or inherent readineſs, and 
the latter an actual or practical readineſs. 


regenerated or born again. When a man' is 


I know ſome in accounting for habitual readineſs, have ſup- 
pate, that it conſiſted not only in a <york of grace upon the heart, 
ut in what they call a relative change of ſtate. i 
Here, 1 confeſs my ſelf, in the firſt place, diſſatisfied with the 
very. terms themſelves; having no notion, with regard to the 


relative change in their ſtate at all. Becauſe, conſider them with re- 
ference to the firſt Adam, and they are always under the con- 
demning ſentence and curſe of the law, always expoſed to miſery 
and wrath : And again, conſider them with reference to CuRIS, 
the ſecond Adam, in their relation to him, and intereſt in his un- 
dertakings, and they are always accepted with Gop, acquitted 
by his law, and juſtified in his fight, Indeed, this is a ſecret to 
them, till they come to paſs under a work of grace, and ſo are 


o 


enabled to prove their election by their calling. But then this 


barely apprehenſive. | | 3 
And ia the next, I declare, T cannot ſee how this account of 
_ wneadineſs can ever he accommodated to this text. It is impoſſible 
that perſons, in reſpe of their ſtate, I mean abſolutely conkidered, 
and ſeparate from their apprehenſions of it, ſhould ever be more 
ready at one time, than at another. Becauſe, as they belong ta 
CnRIs Tr, and are intereſted in his ſatisfaction and righteouſneſs, 


before converſion, as ever they are after it. 
L 2 Pet. i. 4. | 


NO. readineſe for death, in this ſenſe, ĩs 
drawn forth into exerciſe. The former may 
I.) There is an habitual readineſs for death. 
This, I apprehend, conſiſts in a perſan's being 


ſavingly wrought upon by the Spirit of G op, 
and made partaker of a divine nature, then 


elect (of whom we mult ſuppole this to be ſaid) that there is any 


only proves, that the difference which faith makes in this caſe, is 


they are, upon theſe accounts, as ſafe, and conſequently as ready, | = OY 


ng # L 
- - — 
0 1 : — 
* n 
of, E v _ 
4 1 4 4 
v 
= * 
- -+ 
N 4 
* BF 
av 
E > 


* 9 


the late Mr. Matthew Madden. 29 
he may be ſaid to be habitually ready; becauſe 
as the new creature is formed, or a principle 
of grace wrought in the ſoul, ſo in that work, 

| the habit of every grace is implanted. | When 
Ll f one grace is wrought or planted in the ſoul, 
a all are wrought in the principle or habit; tho 
all be not in exerciſe, or are not brought to 
perfection. Hence it is, that when a perſon is 
regenerated or born from above (as ſome ten- 
der it) he is ſaid to be a new creature. There- 
fore if any man be in CHRIST, b.e. if he be 
broken off from the olive, which is wild by 
nature, and be grafted into CHRIS, the true 
olive, be vitally united to him by the Spirit of 
1 Go p, and made to partake of his ſap and fat- 
2 neſs; he is a new creature. There is a whole 
new man; there are all the parts of fhe new: 

i i creation in the principle or habit; which is ſuf- 
ficient to give it the denomination of a man, 
tho' they are not brought to their full ſtature; 

or growth. As in an infant, there are all the 
parts of a man, tho' not the proportion. Hence 
there is no notice taken of what the creature 
was before, in his natural eſtate; but he is af- 
terwards deſcribed from the new, the nobler 

1 principle. The heart of flone is taken away; 
" TDenters no more into the believer's character, 
and a heart of fleſh is given v. In conformity to 

this, the apoſtle, ſpeaking of the working of 
corruption, has theſe words: 1 is no longer J. 

J. e. I. the believer, the gracious perſon, be 


new man; but fin that dwells in me *, 


5 Doha ili. 3. 8 2 Cor. v. 7. v Ezek. xxx xi. 26. 4 Rom. vii. 17. 
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Now, if we would inform our ſelves more 
particularly about the new creature, in which 
this habitual readineſs conſiſts, or are inclined 
to inquire how it is to be known; the ac- 
count will not be very difficult. The new 
creature is eaſily diſcovered by the fruits and 
effects which attend it; which are, as it were, 
the ingredients or conſtituent parts of this rea- 


a 


As it conſiſts then in a principle of ſpiritual 
life wtought in the ſoul by the Hol u GrosT, 
ſo it is to be known by ſuch faculties, ſenſati- 
ons and actions, as are peculiar to 4 new crea- 
tion. For inſtance, where this new creature 
is, it diſcovers it ſelf in the underſtanding, or by 
ſuch a principle of ſpiritual knowledge, as 
gives the perſon a different view of divine 
things; and enables him to diſtinguiſh ſpiri- 
tual things in a ſpiritual manner; contrary ta 
the account we have of perſons in a ſtate of na- 
ture *. Again, it is diſcoverable in tbe judg- 
ment, as it leads the ſaul to determine concern- 
ing ſpiritual matters, in a way quite different 
from what natural men do: For ſuch call evil 
good, and good evil ; they put darkneſs for light, 
and light for darkneſs, But the perſon habi= 
tually ready is enabled, in ſome meaſure to deter- 
mine in ſpiritual things, according to truth; 
and conſequently approves and condemns dif- 
ferently from what he once did. Add to this; 
that the new creature, the foundation of all 
babitual readineſs, is likewiſe to be obſerved in 
5 1 Cor. ii. 14. Ii. v. 20. [7 
the 
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the will, as the perſon, from an te bias, 
is, influenced 2 thoſe . which | 
he once rejected; and to reject thoſe, which 
he made choice of before. And laſtly, in the 
_—_ by turning the love and hatred. of 

perſon into different channels, wn r 
them on different objects. 

Again, this habitual readineſs, or new crea 
ture (for they are only different words for 
the ſame thing) diſcovers it ſelf in a quick 
ſenſe or reſentment of fin, in an abhorrence of 
it ; deep abaſement of ſoul, and godly forrow 
for it, and in hating and forſaking i 99 vo. 

It appears in thoſe convictions which are 

| + "Yale. a pon the mind -and conſcience of a 

| perſon, reſpecting the finfulneſs and miſery 
of his natural eſtate, and his own impotency 
and weakneſs, as well to remove the curſe of 
the. law,. and ſatisfy for. paſt fins, as to yield 
that obedience which the law requires, in or- 
der to his being juſtified by it. Upon which 
5 follows a fight or — of the abſolute 
need which the creature ſtands in of à perfect 
righteouſneſs; that which is every: way an? 
ende to the demands of law and juſtice ; 
| her with a full conviction that this is no 
* — to be found but with CHRIS, who 
has perfectly obeyed the preceptive part of the 
law, and fuffered the penal, the curſe of it, 
to the utmoſt; and who is thereby Become the 
fulfilling end of the law for ved, to eve- | 
FT one chat believes *. | : „ 


5 | | t Rom, *. 4. 5 A . 8 
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I ſubjoin farther, That this habitual holineſs; 
or new creature, is obſervable in the infſuence 
it has upon the members of the body, as it en- 
gages thoſe with whom it is found, to act in a 
different way from what they once did: Which 
is eſpecially to be ſeen in thoſe who were before 
openly profane. And as to others, whoſe edu- 
cation has been more religious, and their be- 
haviour more ſtrict, it however cauſes them 
to act from other principles, and to other ends, 
than what they were conſcious of before. 
How are the members of the body employed 
by perſons who are not habitually ready? 
Wholly in the vaſſallage of fin, and the drud- 
gery of Satan. See the apoſtle's account of 
this in the Romans : Their throat, ſpeaking of 
carnal, unregenerate men, is an open ſepulebre, 

ſends forth nothing but ſtench; with their 
| Fongues they have uſed deceit; the poiſon of aſps 
is under their lips: Whoſe mouth is full of cur. 
ing and bitterneſs. Their feet are ſwift to ſhed 

Blood. Hence ſin is ſaid to have dominion 
over them *; and they are called the ſervants 
of fin *, and ſaid to ſerve divers luſts and pleas 
ſures v. | at . 1 
But how is it after the new creature is 
wrought, after they are made habitually ready? 
Quite the reverſe. They are inabled fo put 

ff concerning the former converſation, the old 
man, which is corrupt according to the deceits 


u Rom. lil, 13—15, W Tbid. vi. 14. x pid. ver. 164 
* Tit. iii. 3. See the character of fome at Corinth, 1 Epilt. vi. 


Val 


95 19. And what St. Peter ſays, 1 Epiſt, iv. 3, 4. 
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fed lait :; and to put on the new man, ꝛnhicb 
after Gop is created in righteouſneſs, and true 
holineſs... Now they nale no provifion. for the 
fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof ; but; under the 
\ | {  anfluence of grace, yield their members as in- 
fruments f - right eduſneſs unto Go The 
head is turned for better purpaſes, and the 
thoughts laid out in better deſigns than. here- 
tofore. Where this world, and the things of 
ſenſe, whete fin; and Satan once governed 
| therè Go p and CHRIST and ſpiritual things, 
; have now the aſdendant. The tongue which 
was before employed in vain, frothy diſegurſe; 
in fooliſhtalking and jgſtinge, to the, dihonour 
of Go D, the feproach of the. golpel; and fr 
fence of the ſaints, is new a nvtable-zatirgs 
ment in CHRIS T's ſervice. Like tbe, per of 
n ready writer. e, it fecounts the excellencies 
Ins s; becomes loud in his praiſe, and runs 
over the great things Gp has done for che ſouliſ 
The hand is always ready to aſſiſt C HAS in 
ſupporting his goſpel, and miniſtring to his pet 
followers. And the feet ſwift in his buſineſs, 
ready to follow wherever he calls them, an 7 
tun to the ſupport of his intertſt. In art, 
where the heart is formed by grace far the ; | 
* LoRD; and filled with gratitude and love tg 
him, it commands every faculty of che ul, 
and every member of the body. The whole | 
man is brought into ſubjection to C HRE 58 
willing to lay himſelf and ſubſtance at his 
1 Bphi, iy; 22. bid. ver. 24. Rom. xji, plt: e Abid, 
vi. 1 Eph. v. 4. fal. Aly. 1. * Ibid. Ixvi, 187 


41 | E feet, | 4 | 


* ** A. 


A 


8 — Y P MP i. + LOA "YO . 1 
— rr 2 n w ” 
te ot... LH 98 + a $3.4 2 2 4 HELL * 2 
1 err rr * : 3 


. 
i 
a 
1 
= | 
|| 


1 

0 
1 
fy 

} 


Soy has been at work upon their ſouls, | o 


24 A SERMON on the Death of x 
feet, and to ſpend and be 2 for his ſake. 
And thus, - the apoſtle ſays, Old things 
are paſt away ; behold all hinge” are A 
new 5. 

Now where thisis the caſe with Ry fuch 
perſons are made habitually or internally ready 
for death; becauſe they are born again, and 
ſo ſhall fee Gor. The heart of flone is taken 


away, and they have a heart of fleſh given 
them; which is an evidence that the Spirit of 


effect this new covenant bleſling ; and is con- 
ſequently a proof that they are intitled to all 
the privileges and bleſſings of the covenant of 
grace; among which death it ſelf is one: That 
1s their's*.-. Tc is an evidence of their bei 

made internally meet for the inheritance of the 


ſaints in light", as they have been delivered 


from the power of darkneſs, and have been 
tranſlated into the kingdom of Go D's dear Son © 
here below: And this is a ſure pledge that, at 
laſt; they ſhall be taken up into his kingdom 


of glory), and live with im for ever and 


Ever. 


Having endeavoured, in whar has been ſaid, 
to give you a juſt notion of habitual readineſs, I 
would here beg leave to obſerve, That thisbranch 
of preparation is abſolutely neceſſary to the 
latter, and the very foundation of it. Ir will 
be to no purpoſe to think about Practical readi- 
th till we are habitually prepared. Not but 


'E 2 Cor. v. 17. h 1 Gor, iii. 21. © Coloſſ. i. 12, K Ibid, 
ver. 1 CO : . SD : 
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the creature, in his natural eſtate; is ſafe 
enough as to this, having it neither in his 
power, nor inclination to ſeek after it aright. 
For which reaſons ſuch perſons ought never 
do be put upon it. As the thing is impoſſible, 
c with refpe& to themſelves, ſo it is highly un- 
reaſonable to preſs them to it. We are to ſeek 
things in God's order, in that method which 
he has preſcribed. And therefore ſinners are to 
wait en God in the uſe of all appointed 
means; eſpecially thoſe of prayer, reading, and 
hearing the word, to be made ready by Go Dp. 
himſelf (whoſe work it alone is) in the former 
way; and then being made habitually ready, as 
if, there is a proper foundation for that which is 
practical, ſo they ought not only to follow af- 
ter it themſelves, but are proper ſubjects to be 
11 exhorted ro it by other $9. 4 15) CENTS 
Which leads me into one brief obſervation . 
more, and concludes what I have to offer un- 
der this part of the ſubject; namely, That 
as our Lo RD recommends the duty in our 
text to his diſciples only, it is a ſufficient di- 
rection into his ſenſe of it; and plainly inti- 
mates, that we are not to underſtand the read:- 
neſs here of that which is habitual (there being 
the higheſt reaſon to ſuppoſe they were all 
ready in that way, Judas excepted) but that 
he exhorts them to cultivate a practical readi> 
neſs. ' I procede therefore 
2.) To conſider that branch of preparation 
\ which we call actual or practical. | 


RY. 
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Now, Fapprehend, the amount of this may 
be given in the three following particulars. 

(I.) A perſon is then actually ready for death 
when be poſſeſſes a noble liberty of ſpirit, 
with reſpect to his departure ; when he finds 

a holy difpoſal of mind to meet death; is 
e reſigned to the pleaſure of Go p in this 
article, and is intirely delivered from the Aa- 
ov1/h fear of death, come at what time, or in 
what manner it will. There is a natural and 
a laviſh fear of death; the former belongs to 
us as creatures, and is not inconſiſtent with 
actual readineſs ; but the latter is finful, and 
therefore contrary to it. And yet it is often 


thus with many of Gop's dear children, who, 


as the apoſtle ſays : Through this flaviſh fear 
of death are all their life time ſubjett t bon 
dage'. But where a believer enjoys a Pr act i- 
cal readineſs for his great change, he 1s deli- 
vered from this tormenting fear, and enabled 
to meet death with an holy compoſure of ſoul. 
This ſeems to have been the caſe with the 
Fſalmiſt, when he ſays in the proſpect of 
death, when he had the dark and gloomy 
paſſage before him: I will fear no evil v. 
David was ſatisfied, that whenever death 
came, it would not be inflicted upon him in a 
penal way, as a proper puniſhment for ſin, or 
as a curſe denounced by the broken law, He 
knew that all this was removed by the death 
of CHRIST ; and therefore he was helped to 
maintain a ſertled peace and- . of ſoul 
Reb. ü. 115. Pl. in 
I e e "Mi 
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in the immediate views of his diffolucion, 
And when the believer's mind is fer at liberty 
in this way, and he is wholly delivered from 
this ſaviſb fear, Us may be laid to be nn 
ready for death. "1 
(2.) This oath? farther conſiſts | in having 
our affections diſingaged from the things of 
time and ſenſe,” in having our eyes and our 
hearts turned off from worldly objects. 1 
think, I cannot better exemplify this branch 
of pradtical readineſs, than in the conduct 
which the 1/raelites were to obſerve in their 
eating the firſt paſſover. The direction I re- 
fer to is this: And thus ſhall ye eat it; with yum 
Heins girded, your ſhoes on your feet, and your ef 
in your hand: And ye ſball eat it in baſſe; it is 
the LO RDS paſſover n. The general import 
of the inſtruction ſeems to be this; that they 
were to eat the paſſover as perſons wh had 
their backs turned upon Bee. who far looſe 
to every thing there, and were eaget to be 
gone towards the better country. And what 
does the place ſpiritually ſuggeſt, but the 
frame and temper of the dere s mind, when 
he is in a practical readineſs 3 when grace is fo; 
far in exerciſe that he can look with a degree 

of contempt upon the things of this world, | 
and is not only above the fear of dearb, but even 
the defire of this life? This verily is to be eruct- 
fred to the world, and to have the world cruci- 
feed to us, as the apoſtle ſays it was with him. 
And what a deſirable temper is that! But, alas, 

| 2 Exod, xii. 11. JCal. vi. 14. | 

Bua e how 
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how ſeldom, comparatively, is this the caſe with 
God's people? What hankering is there after 
the onions and garlic of Egypt? What longing 
after one beloved object or another? They lie 
near to us indeed; and we are but too apt to ö 
hover over them. They ſtrangely intangle our 
affections, and glue down our very ſouls on 
the duſt. Bur it is not thus, where the per- 
ſon is practically ready. Such a one * ; 
all theſe things in a different light. He 
ſees, by an eye of faith, the vaſt diſpropor- 
tion which there is between earthly and hea». 
venly objects. And that tarniſhes all the glory 
of this world, and turns off the believer's af- 
fections another way. This leads me TID 
-(3-) To the: laſt branch of practical readi- 


_ neſs, which conſiſts in having our deſires fixed 


upon heavenly objects, our ſouls drawn forth ( 
towards CHRIST, and the glories of the up- 


per world. We are then practically ready, 
when our expectations are raiſed towards hea- 


ven, and our ſouls are panting for Gon. 

Thus it was with St. Paul, when be defired to 

depart, and to be with CHRIS. And thus 

it was with the worthies who profeſſed them 

ſelves to be ſfrangers and pilgrims here, and 

to be feeking a better country, that is, an hea- I 
venly f, This word [/ceking] intimates the in- 
tenſeneſs of their thoughts rowards that better 
country, that their deſires after it were ſo. 

ſtrong as to bear them off from all other objects; 


+ Numb, zi. 3. Phil. . 23. Heb. z. 13. bi. 
ver. 16. | ; 


and 
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and therefore tis ſaid, in another place, that 
they were not mindful ef that country from 
vbence they came out *, S0 that we have two 
parts of habitual 'readineſs in this ſingle: in- 
ſtance ; namely, their being wholly diſengaged 
from this world, and carried out in ſtrong des 
fires after a better. Thus it was with good 
old Simeon. He was upon the wing of | faith; 
all rapture to be gone: Lo RD, now letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace, according to thy 
word.. Gop having fulfilled his promiſe in 
lengthening out his days till he had beheld his 
Saviour, he was willing to ſhut his eyes di- 
rectly on every thing elſe. He thought there 
was nothing worth ſeeing in this world, after 
he had beheld his incarnate Go p, and therefore 
was eager to depart. And thus it is with e ve- 
ry believer under the gales of the Spirit. When 
Go is pleaſed to indulge them with practical 
readineſs, then they earneſtly expect and deſire 
his Son eee heaven? ;i for CHRIST fo come 
by death and take them to himſe lil. 
Our Lo Rp repreſents this temper: of mind 


by ſeveral figurative expreſſions ; particularly. _ 


by watching and waiting for him, by having 
our loins girded about, and our hghts burning. 
Upon this laſt account, the w/e virgins, in the 
parable, are ſaid to be ready when the brides 
groom came. Now theſe repreſentations inti- 
mate not only the reality of grace in the heart, 


7 Heb. xi. i 0 Luke ii. 29. 1 Theſl. i. 10. 
John xiv. 3. * Luke xl, 35—37. Matth. xxv. 
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which is the ſame with having oil in our lamps; 
but the neceſſity of its being in exerciſe : And 
ſo prove, that to be practically ready, is to be 
under the immediate influence of the Spirit, 
or in the preſent actings of faith, ages _ 
and the other graces. + 
And it is certain that many of the ſaints baue 
experienced this comfortable frame intheir laſt 
moments. How have ſome of them groaned to 
off this earthly tabernacle; and to be cloathed 
upom with their houſe, which is from heaven ? 
Have we not. heard one or another of them ſay; 
with Simeon, Lo RD, now letteſt thou thy ſervant 
depart in peace? And call upon their Re- 
deemer to haſten his appearance, in thoſe 
words; Come, LORD JESus, come quickly a? 
So little have they been afraid of death! So 
much have their backs been turned upon this 
world, and their faces ſet towards the al 
Canaan! 
But then, here it is to be nenn cl chat 


this diſengagement from the world, theſe. de- 


fires towards heaven and happinels, are not 


merely on account of thoſe afflictions which 


the ſaints meet with in this life, but from 


their barred to fin; that they may be delivered 


from the body of fin, which they carry about 
with them here; from all temptations to it, 
and the very pofſibility of finning. Beſides 
which, the ſaint's love to holineſs, and the de- 
fire which he has to have grace perfected; and 


CE dot.” 
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* 
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to enjoy CHRIST in a more open and 
uninterrupted way, are principal incentives. 
Theſe tend not a little to wean him from 
the creature, and to make him long to be 
re Hen nd ane of ans 
If, after this, any ſhould inquire! ,concent1s. 
ing the ſpring of practical readineſs, or àſ 
What is neceſſary to work up the ſoul jake it ? 
I anſwer, A believing view of the pardon. of; 
ſin, and the juſtification of our perſons;; a Well, 
grounded aſſurance, that Gos is reconciled to 
us, and well pleaſed with us; a good hope, 
thro' grace, that we are taken into the number 
of his children, and ſo made heirs of Gop, and; 
joint heirs with CHRIST; a comfortable pergi 
ſuaſion, that, tho! wel are to part with every 
thing at death, dear to us in this world, yet- 
that it ſhall not be: able to ſeparate us from qur 
Go D; but that he will be with us in; our pats, 
ſage from time to eternity, from earth to hea- 
ven; that he will give his angels charge con- 
cerning us, to receive the diſembodied fpirit;; 
and conduct it ſafe thro the regions of the Rix. 
What ſhalb I fay? This noble diſpoſition of ſoul 
1s. occaſioned by being led to ſee that there is 
no difference between being ab/ent. from the ; 
bedy, and being deere with the LORD and 
that as a glorious conſequence of this, we hall 
not only be delivered from every thing that is 
afflicting here, but be made perfectly holy and 
completely happy in the bleſſed ſociety of che 
other world. Han 3141 33 dai ol 
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Having thus gone thro' what we defigned 
on the 1 head of Nr our on TW 


ma *, 
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„ To * the e of this 
duty, or the reaſons on which it N be in- 
forced. 

And theſe, Aderding to the nature bf che 
readineſs here ſpoken of, will unavoidably fall 
under-a-twofold diſtribution ; that is to ſay, 
firſtly, ſuch as reſpe& habitual readineſs ; ; and, x 
ſecondly, ſuch as regard practical. ; 

1. Now as to the reaſons which auf me, 
that habitual readineſs is abſolutely neceſſary, 
in order to our meeting death with comfort, 
ſueh as theſe may be collected from the chapter 
where our text is. 

1.) The neceſſity of his duty may be farther 
evinted, from the certainty of the Son of man's 
coming from the manner in which he will 
come; and the uncertainty of the particular 
time when that will be. Will CuxrsT cer- 
tainly come to us by death? Is it appointed for 
all men once to die? Will he come in ſucha ſud- 
den and ſurprizing manner? And yet is it altoge- 
ther uncertain at what hour, in what particular 
ſeaſon or ſtage of life, he will come? Shall it 
be as @ thief in the night ©, and at a time when 
we look not for him *? It undoubtedly behoves 
us, as expectants of our LoRD's approach, to 
be, at leaſt, habitually ready. The certainty of 
the thing it ſelf, and the uncertainty, as to the 

. Matth. xxiv. 43. 4 Ibid, Ver. 50. : 
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time, beſpeaks the duty to be abſolutely ne 
2.) This may likewiſe be argued from the 
__ different iflueof our Lon D's coming; or from 
iſ the different effects of it, reſpecting thoſe who 
ſhall then be found ready, and thoſe ho ſhall 
nor. i 14653 
Now as to the former, thoſe who are ready, 
the conſequence of CHR1s T's coming to them 
will be praiſe and reward: Who then is a faith- 
ful and wiſe ſervant, whom his lord hath made 
ruler over his houſhold, to give them meat in 
due ſeaſon ? Bleſſed is that ſervant whom his lord 
when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing. Verily J jay 
uunto you, that he ſhall make him ruler over all 
his goods © This is in part fulfilled to his ſer- 
vants, when he comes to them by death, and 
1 their ſouls enter into the joy of their LoRD; 
but will be accompliſhed in an higher ſenſe 
another day, when — come to live and reign 
with him in the new heavens and new earth, 
But how different from this? How. dreadful 
will CRRISs T's coming be to thoſe who are 
not ready? Inſtead of being commended and re- 
warded by him, they will meet with nothing 
but reproof and correction, and that in the ſe- 
"| vereſt manner. For this is the account: But 
and if that evil ſervant ſhall ſay in bis beart, 
My lord delayeth bis coming, '&c, The lord 
of that jervant ſhall come in a day when he Jooketh. 
not for him, and in an hour that he is not ware” 


Matth. xxiv. 45——47. 
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of, and id oall cut him aſundert, and appoint him 


his portion wwith hypocrites : There ſhall be weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth s. This likewiſe is partly 
inflicted by CH R1sT upon the wicked, when 
he comes upon them by death, and turns their 


ſouls into hell; but the conſuthmation of it will 


follow the general judgment, when he ſhall 
caſt them, body and ſoul, into outer darkneſs. 

Now if the caſe ſtand thus; if the coming 
of our LORD will be attended with ſuch con- 
trary effects upon the ſouls and bodies of men, 
as they are found ready or unready; certainly 
it proves the neceſſity of the duty in our text, 
beyond contradiction. Is there not a vaſt dil 
proportion between praiſe and reproof, between 
rewards and puniſhments? And are the one 
connected with this readineſs ? Are the other 
conſequent upon an unpreparedneſß? Who ſees 
not how.] beilnable and neceſſary it is, as we 
deſire to eſcape everlaſting miſery, and enjoy 
everlaſting happineſs, to be found ready when 
the EoRD comes? | 

But then, beſides thoſe reaſons for habitual 
ck which we meet in the context, I can- 
not, out of many others that might be progu 
ced, forbear fobjoining theſe two. 


This kind of puniſhment was uſed of old both by the MY 
* Romans, as we learn from their poets. We have ſome in- 
ſtances of it in Scripture. Samuel inflicted this puniſhment on 
Agag, t Sam. xv. 33. And David on the Ammonites, 2 Sam. xii. 31. 


And it was threatened to the blaſphemers of the true God by Neb 
cbadnex car, Dan. m. 29. 


F Matth, xxiv. 48, 50, 


4 
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1) Habitual readineſs for death is abſolutely 


neceſſary from the divine appointment or ordi- 
nation. Thoſe whom God has ſet apart for 
ſalvation, he has determined to regenerate. 


St. Paul is very expreſs in this doctrine, when 


he ſays, concerning the ſaints at Theſſalonica : 
But we are bound to give thanks alway to God 
For you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, becauſe 


God has from the beginning choſen you to ſalva- 
tion, thro' ſanttification of the Spirit and belief 
of the truth", It js evident from hence, that 
the way in which God has appointed to fave 
finners, is that wherein habitual readineſs con- 
fiſts ¶ſanctification of the Spirit, and belief of 


the truth.] From which it is eaſily concluded, 


that if a perſon cannot be ſaved without being 
acquainted with theſe things, neither can he, 
for the ſame reaſon, be ready to meet death 
with any advantage. There is a ſtrict con- 
nexion, by the divine W ae between 
grace and glory, between ſin and wrath. And 
therefore it is, I apprehend, that we frequently 
meer with thoſe declarations in Scripture : That 
the unrigbteous (who, in another word, may 
be called the unready) ſhall not inherit the łking- 
dom of GOD]; and that without holineſs none 
ſpall ſee the Lo R DR. And in another place, that 
no unclean thing ſhall enter into the New Jeruſa- 
lem !. With others of the like import“; which 
intimate the neceſſity of a work of grace, and 


.Þ 2 Epiſt, it, 13. See alſo Eph. i. 4. i 1 Cor. vi. to. 
* Heb. xi). 14. i Rev. xxi. 27. m Luke xiii. 3, 5. 
John iii. 3, 5, 4d viii. 24. 4 
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are to be reſolved. into the divine appointment. 
And if ſuch a Work is neceſſary in order to fu- 
ture and 3 happineſs, it certainly 
proves, that habitual readineſs, which conſiſts 
in it, is abſolutely neceſſary to a goſpel . 
ration for death. 

2.) The neceſſity of habitual readineſs may 


be proved from the nature of the thing it ſelf, 


or its correſpondence with a future ſtate of _ 
fection and bleſſedneſs. Were it poſſible for a 
wicked, unregenerate perſon to get into hea» 
ven, which it is not; yet it world be no hea- 


ven to him, becauſe there would be no ſuita- 


bleneſs, no agreement of nature in him to that 
ſtate. What would he do there? He would 


be capable neither of the enjoyments, nor of 


the buſineſs of that world. Who with a nature 
wholly depraved, a bias of mind wholly con- 
trary to every thing good, could enjoy himſelf 


in a ſtate where there is nothing but perfection? 


What ſociety would Go p, or the ſaints, or the, 


holy angels be to him? What communion 


could he have with them? What pleaſure could 
he take in them? Juſt ſo it would be in reſpect 


of the duties, the employments of chat ſtare. 


The whole buſineſs of the heavenly hoſt is to 
love and delight in the ſupreme good, and the 
glorious objects they have there to converſe. 
with. Their fouls are filled with admiring 
thoughts of free, diſtinguiſhing grace; their 
tongues are engaged 1 in celebrating the praiſes 
of Father, Son, and Spirit, in electing, re- 


deeming, and calling them. But what intereſt 
has 
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has the wicked, unregenerate ſoul in theſe 
things ? What part can he bear in theſe duties: 
None at all. And therefore our Lord ſays: 

Except a man he - born: again, he cannot fee tha 
kingdom of God. He may mean, firft, that he 
cannot even enjoy the privileges of a goſpel 


Church, (God's 4:agdom below) the principal 


of which is communion with Gon'; nor 
form the duties of his houſe here in a ſpiritual, 
evungelical manner. And Zhen, in a higher 


ſenſe, that he cannot enjoy bis kingdom above, 


being incapable (as we have before obſerved) 
both of the pleaſures and buſineſs of that world. 
What then is the conſequence? That habitual; 
heart readineſs is abſolutely neceſſary, from the 
very nature of the ne n Hur dying with 
comfort. 37 8.26 4 | 
2. Tam next to an ſome 5 to demon- 
ſtrate how neceſſary a duty it is to labour after 
Pratticas or actual ee. for deatu And, 

1.) This may be argued from the authority 
of the perſon who enjoins this duty, and the 
example he makes uſe of 00 ie it, in che 
context. 

As to the Perſon who 3 to pradtical 
readineſs, it is no other than CuRI1sT, Who 
has not only right or power to enjoin what he! 


pleaſes on his people, but wiſdom and faith- 


fulneſs, to ſecure him from enjoining any thing 
unneceſſary. Has CHRIST then ſaid: Be e 


11 115 His name and oy ought eo: | 


Ma m b. 1 5 2122: 251 Dok 
weigh 


_ 


| 
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becauſe he has commanded it. 
Add to this, the conduct of the good: man of 
the houſe. Our Lo RD makes this a precedent - 
to his diſciples. The preſent duty is connected 
with it, and inforced upon this argument: If 
a man who is only poſſeſſed of a few temporal 
good things, ſome outward con veniencies or ne- 
ceſſaries of life, would uſe the utmoſt care to 
preſerve them from the violence of a thief; 
how much more ought thoſe, who are poſſeſſed 
of an invaluable treaſure, who have nothing leſs 
at ſtake than 8 ſouls, to be 
always upon the watch, always ready for the 
approach of death? Beſides the reaſon in the 
ne may abſerve, ; 2:3. 10 2036 on” 
2.) That this will appear to be a very neceſlary- 
part of the: believer's duty, If we conſider how 
much our ſurviving friends are intereſted in it. 
The comfort of our lives, in a great mea 
ſure, is wrapt up in the pleaſurable enjoyment 
of our friends, and therefore we cannot part 
with them without ſome ſtruggles,: ſome; con- 
vulſions of nature. Vet if it is a circumſtance 
in the death of our relations or acquaintance, 
which tends to alleviate our ſorrow, that we 
have good reaſon to believe they were habitual. 
ly ready, that there was really a work of grace 


weigh with us. We are to believe it neceflary; 


begun in their ſouls, tho' the evidences of it 


might not be ſo ſtrong as in ſome ; how much 
more will it ſuppreſs our.grief, and keep us in 


a good degree compoſed, when we ſtand by 


and ſee a great deal of the triumphs of faith in 
R their 


% 
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their laſt moments? The queſtion then here 
Whether we deſire to conſult the comfort of 
our friends > Whether we think any thing that 
may contribute to it a neceſſary duty? If we 
do, we ſhall readily determine in the preſent 
| caſe. We ſhall be at no loſs to conclude, That 
when they can enjoy us no longer in this world, 
their greateſt pleaſure will be to know we are 
happy in the other. And that in order thereto, 
it lies upon us, in the uſe of all proper means, 
to endeavour after a practical readineſs for 


death; which, as it will give them the beſt 


evidence of our happineſs, will certainly prove 
moſt to their ſatisfaction. 


3.) The neceſſity of this duty is to be far= 


ther evinced from the particular concern we 

have in it our ſelves. What think you is it 
that makes death ſo formidable to us? Why 
do we ſtartle, and ſhrink back, at the appre- 
henſions of it? Why are we afraid it will ſtrip 
us of every thing valuable here; preſent us as 
criminals at the bar of Gop, and lodge us eter- 
nally in the priſon of hell? Why is all this? 


Alas! the reaſon is plain; becauſe we are noc 


practically ready; becauſe grace is not in exer- 
ciſe, Death would ſoon loſe every thing chat 
is terrible in it to nature, was faith more on 
the: wing; did we view it in a goſpel light, as 


difarmed by CHRIST, and deſtgned to the be- 


liever's advantage? Would we then think of 


death with pleaſure? Would we run to its em- 


braces? Would we rejoice in the views of our 


diſſolution? Let us make it the matter of our. 
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prayers, and the ſubje& of out endeavours to 


* 


be practically ready. Once more, : 

4.) The glory of Gop depends ſo much 
upon our being practically ready, that was 
there no other reaſon, that alone is fufficient to 

rove it a believer's neceſſary duty. As GOD 
is glorified in nothing ſo much as in the exer- 
ciſe of his people's graces, ſo never ſo much 
in thoſe as at the hour of death. To ſee or hear 
a believer then in the raptures of faith, when 
there is nothing but immediate death before 
him, what can we think of it? What ſhall we 
ſay to it? This muſt effectually ſtop the mouths 
of gainſayers, and force them to confeſs, that 
there is ſomething real in religion; that a work 
of grace, as much as it is ridiculed by the 
men of the world, is not a mere name, but 
that good part which ſhall never be taken 
away”, And tho' perhaps theſe things are 
not ſo common, as we could wiſh for, yet, 
bleſſed be Gop, he has not left us without 
many inſtances of this kind. The perſons have 
been known, who, when taking their leave of 
this world, bidding adieu to all the things of 
time and ſenſe, have diſcovered that hope which 
maketh not aſhamed , that peace which paſſeth 
underſtanding o, and that joy which is unſpeak- 
able and full of glory *. How fay we then? 
Do we love Gop, and deſire to advance his 
glory ? Would we willingly bear a teſtimony 
to the truth, as it is in JESUS, and to the 


ö n Luke x. ult. „ Philip. iv. 7. 
q I Pet, i. 8. | | 3 1 | | 1 
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powerful operations of the Hol Y GROSH 
upon our ſouls? Let it be our concern to cul- 
tivate practical readineſs. We cannot but ſee 
it our duty, Go p grant we may make it our 
conſtant endeavour. But then, 3? 


Laſtly, J am to conclude with ſuch re- 
flexions, .as may be proper to the ſubject, and . 
the awful providence before us. And there- 
$066) noob od iid as 151 2a 

I. What has been obſerved, naturally leads 
us to' infer.the miſerable ſtate of all perſons by 
nature. Nothing, I think, can be more evi- 
dent from the . premiſes than this. For if the 
circumſtances of the creature, as he comes 
into the world, are ſuch, that he is not read 
to die, if he is not in a condition to meet death 
with comfort; but conſidered in his relation 
to Adam, as he is, under the condemning 
ſentence of the law, has all to expect from 
death which may render him uncomfortable 
here, and eternally miſerable hereafter: What 
ſtate ſo melancholy? What condition ſo miſe- 
rable as the natural;man's ? How terrible is it 
to think of death, when it comes purely as the 
wages of in, and when everlaſting.,wretched- 
neſs is intailed upon it? is % 
2. Since it appears of infinite conſequence 
to be ready for death, what has been ſaid, I 
apprehend, naturally ſuggeſts to us the neceſſity 
of ſelf- examination. If things are, as have 
been repreſented, how much does it concern us 
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to reflect upon our ſtate Godward'; to look 


into our own ſouls, and examine whether we 


5, 


have any ground to conclude that we are ready 
for death ? | 4 % 14 
of this 


If any ſhould object the abort 
work: I am ready to give them all the aſſi- 


ſtance I can, and, as the moſt effectual method, 


would beg leave to mention a few queſtions, 
which it may not be amiſs for every one of us 


to put to our ſelves. They ſhall be drawn from 


the explication we have already given you of 
the readineſs in the text, and are theſe follow- 
ing: What do I know of a work of grace up- 
en my foul? What ground have I to think I 
was ever regenerated ? Can I ſay, that tho 1 


was once darkneſs, yet that now 1 am light in 


the Lo xp? Thar tho' I was once all obſtinacy 
and rebellion, that now the enmity of my car- 


nal mind is ſlain, and that my foul is brought 


into ſubjection o CHRIS TF That tho' my 


affections were once wholly irregular, yet that 


now they are taken off from every falſe object, 
and, in the exerciſe of grace, placed on thoſe 


things which are only worthy of them? © © © 


Dol find an averſion to fin, and an abhor- 


rence of every evil way? Was I ever humbled 


and broken under a ſenſe of it? Ever enabled 
to hate and forſake it? © n 


Was I ever convinced of my loſt ſtate by na- 


ture? My ſinfulneſs and guilt, my impotency 


and weakneſs ? Was I ever led to fee an end 
of all perfection in the creature, and made de- 


ſirous of being found in a better righteouſneſs 
_— - * - than 


— 


! 
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| thanimy oun? Was I ever conducted to; the 


Loxp JESUS CHRIS T, and brought toffee 
a ſuitabl eneſs and ſufficiency in . to anſwer 
all my neceſſities ? 


Can Þ witneſs to a happy. al eration in my 1 
outward conduct? Am I employed in a diffe- 50 


rent way, or from different principles, to what 
I once was? Do I delight in the law of God: af- 
ter the innen man ©? And am I enabled to pre- 
fent my body a living facrifice acceptable to Gon, 
thro CHRIST JESUS? A poſitive anſwer 


to theſe queſtions will be a compartable evi- 


dence of habitual readineſs. © * ” 

Again, How do I find it with my 61 in iche 
proſpect of death? Am I delivered from aui 
fear? Do I experience any degree of liberty in 
this particular? Are my affections diſengaged | 
from the things of time and ſenſe? And do 1 
find a breathing of ſoul after my'Father”s houſe; 
my heavenly inheritance ? If this be the caſe} 
chere is equal reaſon to conclude 2 75 are like- 
wile practically reauy. | 

3. If what has been ſaid is &; it loudly bei 


ſpeaks the monſtrous Rapid” and »folly. of 


mankind, narurally'confidered. ' How dreadful 


is it to chink, char notwithſtanding they are in 


ſuch eircumſtances as lay them open co every 
thing terrible and deſtructive, both for time 
and eternity, yet that they mould be fo far be- 
numbed and hardened! by ſin, as to put the evil 
day far from them, and live as tho'; they were 
never to die. Surprizing, that creatures who 
Rom. vi. 25. t Ibid. xii. I, 
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are upon the brink of another world, ready to 


fall headlong into the burning late, can yet al- 
low themſelves to ſport with death, and laugh at 
eternity! O, the wretched conſequences of ſin 
What blindneſs of mind, what hardneſs of heart, 
what perverſeneſs and rebellion of ſoul have 
followed upon it! 119 01140 - xa e 

4. If the account given of readineſs for death 
be ſcriptural and genuine, we have ſufficient 
reaſon to explode the abſurd doctrine of Pur- 
gatory. Does our LoRD preſs it as a duty in- 
cumbent upon his people in this world ? What 
they are to expect in the uſe of appointed means 
here? And is; it evident that this readzneſs is 


babitual in the firſt implantation of grace, and 
practical in the lively exerciſe of grace? Let 


none of us expect an intermediate ſtate, where 
we muſt ſtop to be prepared by the way. No, 
when the ſoul leaves the body, it returns to 
God, who gave it; and if it is not found ready 
for 1 with the blood of CHRIST, 
rom dead works by the SPIRIT, 
it will be found ready for hell, where it ſhall 
always be in the fire, but never be purified. 
5. This account of readineſ may furniſh us 
with matter of ſupport in parting with ſuch of 
our friends, as we have reaſon to believe were 
poſſeſſed of it. 0. 


And here I cannot but mention it, as a very 


comfortable argument under the preſent pro- 
vidence, that there is ſo much ground for hope 
in the death of our departed Friend. 
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. » Thjs I may venture to ſay, from perſonal | 
converſation with him, that he appeared ta have 
a ſavour of the beſt things upon his mind ; that 
he knew the LORD JESuSs CHRIST, and 


loved the truths of his goſpel. While he con- 


tinued ſenſible in his illneſs, it was obſerved 


that he converſed much with the Lo RD; that 


his ſoul vas carried out to him both in prayer 
and praiſes. And tho' I do not find that he had 
any great variety of promiſes given in; yet, I 
think, he had one ſo full and extenſive, fo 
ſweet and refreſhing, as may very well anſwer 
for all. The words are theſe : But now thus 


ſaith the LoxD that created tbee, o Jacob, 


and he that: "mobo thee, o Iſrael, fear not 3 


for 1 have redeemed thee, I bave called thee by 
thy name, thou art mine. Every word, as Wwe 


commonly ſay, is a ſentence, and the Whole is 

the goſpel in epitome. This, indeed, increaſes. - 
our loſs, yet cannot, at the ſame time, but al- 
leviate our ſorrow. May the conſideration be 


bleſſed of God for this purpoſe, ro mournful re- 
lations in particular. e 8 


As for his conduct in life, Iam not ſo imme- 
diately concerned with that; neither is there much 
occaſion for me to ſpeak of it here. Vou eſpe- 
cially, who are in the management of this 


Lecture, are ſenſible with What temper and pru- 
dence he behaved, beyond what is common at his 


x 


years v. His oeconomy was exceedingly regu- 
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The late Mr, Matthew Madden died at SkeNedwingtory' 
January 8, 173 f. being 24 years of age. * 


o 
: F 


lar. 


: 
1 X. 


& 44S „ 


F E 


. Selex on the „Nbg Fog 
[ lar. Nothing could rempthim to — "2 Y 
man part of good order. 2518 AF 
His ferviceableneſs in 'tlils Leffure ills 197 
teadily be forgotten. You know his applicatim 
5 and his dexterity i in it. H ught- 
ful was he to have it ſettled upon a good bots | 
tom at firſt? How indefatigable till he ſaw it 
happily accompliſhed ? ou had him wholly 
in the undertaking ; be was all concern for the 
intereſt in your hands. And what think you 
conſtrained him in this manner? Teal for the 
REDEEM E R, and love ta invaluable fouls. - | 
Tam, indeed, heartily concerned for what 
ſuffer in Mr. MAaDDen's death; and 
ikewiſe for what is ſtruck off from your * 
ly by the ſeveral other removes: Yer F wou 
- meourage my ſelf, as well as you," in believing, | 
that as the work is the Lox d's, fo he will take 
este to ſupport it. All hearts are in his hand, 
and All proviſions at his diſpoſal; and tho he Ul 
miaiſhes one way, he knows how to make it up 
ansthef; tho he hag ſo: ſuddenly removed no 
leſs than four valuable members, he _ with 
- exfe, fend in double the number. 5 
See to it your ſelves, that yon do not faint | 
M your minds, nor grow weary of well doing. Set 
© the example of your departed Friend before you, 
Aer copy his affection and diligence; and, 
.F ima * may for Once ſay, without pre- 
8 to a ſpirie of prophecy, that GopD Will 
| 8 3 your labour of love, and make that 
5 5 5 och vou have deſigned for. rr 8 
== Rafting monument of yours. 955 


